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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A method of reserving a transmission band of a 
transmission line for transmitting data via a plurality of Internet service providers on the Internet 
between first and second communication devices, the method comprising the steps of; 

(a) the first communication device requesting an intermediary server to reserve the 
transmission band by transmitting a user policy ; and 

(b) the intermediary server reserving the transmission band for the first and second 
communication devices^ 

wherein the reserving step further includes the steps of: 
receiving the user policy; 

searching for IP addresses of policy servers of the plurality of Internet service providers; 

transmitting the user policy to each policy server corresponding to one of the plurality of 
Internet service providers: 

receiving a band reservation result from each corresponding policy server; 

determining whether the requested band reservation is confirmed by the band reservation 
results; and 

transmitting the band reservation results to the first communicapon device . 

Claim 2 (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim I, wherein the first 
communication device transmits IP addresses of the first and second communication devices, IP 
addresses of each of a plurality of routers on the transmission line between the first and second 
communication devices, and a desired band value to be reserved to the intermediary server. 
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Claim 3 (cnrrently amended) The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the 
intermediary server identifies a band reservation setting server s e rv e rs for eachof the plurality of 
routers from the IP addresses thereof, the each of the band reservation setting servers causing its 
thai* respective router routers to reserve the transmission band. 

Claim 4 (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the 
intermediary server identifies the band reservation setting servers by referring to a table on which 
IP addresses of each of the band reservations servers is ate recorded so as to be coreeiated with 
an IP address of its thos e of their respective router rout e rs . 

Claim 5 (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 3. wherein each of the 
band reservation setting servers caijses its oouqo thoir respective router rout e rs to reserve the 
transmission band in accordance with band setting requests transmitted from the intermediary 
server. 

Claim 6 (original) The method as claimed in claim 3, further comprising the steps of: 

(c) the first communication device requesting the intermediary server to release the 
reserved transmission band; and 

(d) the intermediary server releasing the reserved transmission band. 

Claim 7 (original) The method as claimed m claim 6, wherein the intermediary server 
instructs the band reservation setting servers to release the reserved transmission band. 



PAGE 4/12 * RCVD AT 512012005 3:01:23 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 * DNIS:8729306 * CS1D:21 23407049 * DURATION (mm-ss}:04-38 



May-20-2005 03:05pm F rora-KATTENMUCH I N1 5REPT 



2129407049 



T-363 P. 005/012 F-027 



Claim 8 (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 7, wherein each^Qf the 
band reservation setting servers causes its oauoo their respective router FWtors to release the 
reserved transmission band in accordance with a band release request r e quosts transmitted from 
the intermediary server. 

Claim 9 (original) The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the intermediary server, 
instead of the desired band value, utilizes an ID of one of the Internet service providers to which 
one the second communication device is connected and IP addresses of communication devices 
connected to the one of the Internet service providers, the ID and the IP addresses being 
transmitted from the one of the Internet service providers. 

Claim 10 (original) The method as claimed in claim 9, wherein the desired band value is 
a transmission rate at which the second communication device is connected to the one of the 
Internet service providers. 

Claim 11 (original) The method as claimed in claim 10, wherein the intermediary server 
transmits an inquiry about the transmission rate to the one of the Internet service providers. 

Claim 12 (original) The method as claimed in claim II, wherein the one of the Internet 
service providers responds to the inquiry from the intermediary server. 
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Claim 13 (original) The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the fust communication 
device transmits IP add r esses of the first and second communication devices, and IP addresses of 
routers on the transmission line to the intermediary server. 

Claim 14 (original) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein a desired value of the 
transmission band is a transmission rate at which the second communication device is connected 
to a corresponding one of the Internet service providers. 

Claim IS (original) The method as claimed in claim 14, wherein the intermediary server 
transmits an inquiry about the transmission rate to the corresponding one of the Internet service 
providers- 
Claim 16 (original) The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the corresponding one 
of the Internet service providers responds to the inquiry from the intermediary server. 

Claim 17 (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim I, wherein: 

the second communication device is connected to one of the Internet service providers 

which one includes a copy server having a copy of a content distributed by the first 

communication device; and 

the first communication device, based on a request of the second communication device 

for the content, informs the copy server that the content is distributed from the copy server to the 

second communication device by reserving a transmission band between the first communication 

device and the second communication device thorobotwoon . 
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Claim 18 (original) The method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the copy server 
transmits an IP address thereof, an IP address of the second communication device, a desired 
band value to be reserved, and IP addresses of all routers between the copy server and the second 
communication device to the intermediary server. 

Claims 19 - 25 (canceled) 

Claim 26 (currently amended) A device for reserving a transmission band of a 
transmission line for transmitting data via a plurality of Internet service providers (ISPs) on the 
Internet between first and second communication devices, 

wherein [[:]]the transmission band is reserved at a request of the first communication 
device to reserve the transmission ban d, and 

wherein the device is operable to perform the steps of: 

storing IP addresses of servers of the ISPs, 

sioring a request of the first communication device to reserve the transmission band; 

communicating over the Internet with the servers to request reservation of the 
transmission band: and 

storing results of reservations of the transmission band, the results befog returned from 
The servers in response to ft? reservation requested by the device. 
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Claim 27 (currently amended) A device for reserving a transmission band of a 
transmission line for transmitting data via a plurality of Internet service providers QSPs) on the 
Internet between first and second communication devices, the device comprising: 

a first part storing IP addresses of servers of the Internet service provider s, th e s e rv e rs 
rooorving tho tronsmiqsion band ; 

a second part storing a request of the first communication device to reserve the 
transmission band; 

a third pan fcf communicating over the Internet with the servers {Q request reservation of 
the transmission band: and 

a fourth th«d pan storing results of reservations of the transmission band, the results 
being returned by from the servers in response to the reservation request made via the thi^d pan. 

wherein the device, upon receiving the request of the first communication device, refers 
to the first and second parts to instruct the servers via the third pan to reserve the transmission 
band, recording the results of the reservations returned from the servers in tl^e fourth part, and 
informing the first communication device whether a reservation of the transmission band is 
confirmed bv analysing tfre results stored in the fourth part . 
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